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This report brings together nearly 300 current wines—mainly Rieslings and Pinot Noir—from several, 
almost exclusively German wine-growing regions along the Rhine. They come mainly, but not exclusively, 
from the contrasting 2022 and 2023 vintages but also include late-market 2021s and 2020s and even 
older vintages of sparkling wine. Domaine Allimant-Laugner from Alsace is the only non-German winery 
to be included, simply so that we don't have to wait months for the next Alsace report to publish the 
reviews of the wines that were tasted too late to make it into last month’s Alsace report. 
 
In previous reports, I extensively discussed the hot and very dry 2022 vintage, which caused problems for 
the white wines in particular, as their acidity evaporated in the heat. But the extremely stony soils did not 
cause the vines to suffer so much from the "Sicilian summer" (Simone Adams) that they had to be 
relieved of their burden (fruit) early on in order to be able to succeed again a year later. Thank goodness 
they succeeded. And better than expected. 
 
It is well known that sunshine and several months of drought with long-lasting heat waves are less 
damaging to red wines than white wines under certain conditions. What is astonishing, however, is how 
strong the German Pinot Noirs can be in the 2022 vintage. If there was ever a predecessor in terms of 
style, then it could have been 2020. I don't want to mention the 1945 and 1947 vintages now; it's too early 
for that. However, the wines have significantly more freshness and verve than the comparatively hot 
vintages of 2018 and 2003. Where they did not have to cook in the sun, the grapes remained healthy until 
the end and reached perfect physiological ripeness, while their sugar content remained comparatively 
moderate with clever viticulture. Red wines from 2022 with alcohol levels well below 13% and with 
fascinating freshness, cool silkiness, juicy fruit and stimulating salinity can also be found. It goes without 
saying that the soils had to be protected from drying out during the prolonged drought. Mulch farming 
and straw carpets are one possibility, while the greenery between the rows must be selected or designed 
in such a way that it does not deprive the thirsty vines of water. German summers have been excellent for 
Blaufränkisch (Lemberger) for 25 years. However, the variety has so far essentially remained a 
Württemberg phenomenon. However, it should have the best prospects in the medium term, especially 
along the Rhine. Here, Pinot Noir is holding up surprisingly well despite thin skins. Probably never before 
in history has there been such a succession of excellent vintages for Pinot as in the last 25 years. Only the 
Frühburgunder (Pinot Noir Précoce) has struggled to retain at least a hint of freshness. It has always been 
rare enough, but in the future, it could be an absolute quality, if it survives at all in these latitudes. But 
perhaps it will also migrate north. 
 
 
The 2022 and 2023 vintages have once again shown that viticultural measures are decisive for the style 
and quality of wines, not only in extremely dry years but also in wet ones. From May to midsummer, it 
was so dry in Germany that the winter water reserves were used up. But then the rain came, in some 
areas as early as late July, in others not until mid-August. The problem: the rain didn’t stop, not even 
during or after veraison.  
 
 



The grapes couldn't handle all that water, soaking it up until they burst or almost burst. Anyone who 
didn't have a golden nose here (i.e., planting winter fruit as early as August to let them invest into the 
forecasted water supply to grow quickly, whereas the Pinot varieties remained healthy like Rieslings) or 
didn’t find another way to help themselves (canopy and soil management) ran into severe turbulence 
when it came to the harvest. A big harvest team was extremely helpful, the more so when the helping 
hands were at the domaines early enough. After and even during the rain, negative preselections were 
necessary in many vineyards to keep botrytis or vinegar rot from spreading. Also, Drosophila suzukii was 
back again and a serious threat for red varieties. So, the harvest start was often frustrating, but things 
turned to the better in early September, when the sun was back but much less merciless than during 
summer and allowed the grapes to ripen again under dry and healthy conditions. 2023 is definitely a 
growers’ vintage, even if not all the growers took the smartest decisions and lost lots of money to 
reduced yields and/or strict selection of grapes at harvest. 
 
It's still too early to speak about the 2023 red wines, but the whites are stunning, namely Riesling and 
Chardonnay, which is an up-and-coming variety in the region, particularly among the younger producers 
in Rheinhessen and Pfalz. The fermentations ran faster than in 2022, so wine lovers can find bright and 
juicy white wines with perfectly ripe fruit aromas, ripe and fine acidity and a mineral backbone that gives 
the finest 2023s excellent aging potential, even though they already taste gorgeous at this early stage. 
 
Finally, I’d like to draw your attention to two producers whose wines I had never tasted before for The 
Wine Advocate but which I shouldn’t miss in the coming years: Moritz Kissinger in Rheinhessen (due to 
his sparkling wine, Chardonnay, Pinot Blanc and Riesling) and Solveigs Pinot Noir from Assmannshausen 
in the Rheingau. Solveigs winemaker Jens Heinemeyer presented a series of 30 Pinots going back to the 
1995 vintage. His wines are well known in Scandinavia but much less so in their home country. 
 
 
Vintage Ratings 
 
**2023**   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Ganz Horn Trockenbeerenauslese** – RP 98   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Im Sonnenschein Riesling GG** – RP 97+   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Kastanienbusch Riesling GG** – RP 97   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Schäwer Riesling trocken GG** – RP 96   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Riesling Auslese Ganz Horn** – RP 96   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Gewürztraminer Auslese Albertsweiler Latt** – RP 95   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Im Sonnenschein Weisser Burgunder GG** – RP 94+   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Ganz Horn GG** – RP 94   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Birkweiler vom Rotliegenden Riesling trocken** – RP 94   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Mandelberg Weisser Burgunder GG** – RP 93   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Siebeldingen vom Buntsandstein Riesling trocken** – RP 93   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Burrweiler vom Schiefer Riesling Kabinett** – RP 93   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Burrweiler vom Schiefer Riesling trocken** – RP 93   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Riesling trocken** – RP 92   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Siebeldinger Weisser Burgunder trocken vom Muschelkalk** – RP 92   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Weisser Burgunder trocken** – RP 90   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Siebeldingen Riesling trocken vom Muschelkalk** – RP 88   
 
**2022**   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Spätburgunder Siebeldingen Im Sonnenschein GG** – RP 95   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Spätburgunder Siebeldinger Förster** – RP 94   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Spätburgunder Siebeldingen vom Muschelkalk** – RP 93   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Chardonnay R** – RP 92   
- **Ökonomierat Rebholz Spätburgunder** – RP 91   
 
**Older Vintages**   
- **2021 Ökonomierat Rebholz Albersweiler Latt Gewürztraminer trocken** – RP 92+   
- **2020 Ökonomierat Rebholz Schäwer Riesling trocken GG** – RP 95   
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