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Germany’s supporting cast of white grape varieties proved
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eloquent in the challenging 2024 vintage. See also New GG
releases in 2025 – Riesling. Next week we’ll wrap up this year’s

GG reviews with a report on reds. Above, Valentin Rebholz
harvesting Weissburgunder.

‘Normal simply doesn’t exist any more, because there’s a normal as
it used to be, and then there’s a normal as it is now, and then there’s
probably also a normal as it will be in the future.’

This prescient quote from Pfalz winemaker Valentin Rebholz neatly
sums up my sentiments about this year’s VDP Grosses Gewächs
(GG) tasting in Wiesbaden. And frankly, most of the last decade of
tasting in which exceptionalism has become the rule. German
vineyards in 2024 were subjected to a double jeopardy: catastrophic
April frosts from Saale-Unstrut to northern Baden, and the rains
from Storm Boris in mid September that caused rot pressure and
ripeness issues that needed nerve and skill to navigate.

Yet, amid those climatic swings, something unexpected happened. If
Riesling has long been Germany’s measure of greatness, 2024 was
an excellent reminder that the voices of other varieties can prove
equally compelling under pressure.

The Pfalz – Weissburgunder shines

Over the course of the three-day tasting, the 2024 Weissburgunders
showed perhaps best: juicy complexity and concentration, structure
and style, with a clear voice without the ‘assists’ of oak or sugar. Of
the 24 Weissburgunder GGs presented, 14 came from the Pfalz.

Because the Pfalz was largely spared the worst of the spring frosts,
the vines benefited from a clean and somewhat early start. Cool, wet

spring conditions then gave the vines the water they would need to
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spring conditions then gave the vines the water they would need to
power through the late summer’s dry spell.

This in turn pushed Pinot varieties to perfect (and early) ripeness by
the first week of September. ‘We harvested the Pinot Blanc GG even
before the Pinot Noir – we’ve never done that before’, said Rebholz.
‘They are concentrated. They are dense, they have exactly what we
want for Pinot wines.’ When the rains from Storm Boris arrived on
13 September, the Pinots were already safely in the cellar, while the
Rieslings had to, well, weather the storm.

The Kirschgarten vineyard in Laumersheim in the Pfalz

Soil proved equally decisive. The sites that shone brightest –
Mandelberg, Kirschgarten and Kalmit – share a foundation of shell
limestone. ‘Pinot Blanc is not a grape variety that is delicate, that
dances like a Riesling’, said Rebholz. ‘It is a perfect fit for limestone
… Lime always has structure; lime always has power, elegance.’ It is
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… Lime always has structure; lime always has power, elegance.’ It is
in fact the textural backbone and quiet force that makes the 2024
expressions so compelling. Philipp Kuhn (pictured below), whose
Kirschgarten GG was a standout, told me, ‘The naturally low yields
in 2024 guaranteed deep texture and complexity … the charismatic
limestone soils of the Kirschgarten vineyard did the rest.’
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‘Limestone is actually a medium that absorbs everything badly and
releases everything badly’, Rebholz added. ‘This means that water is
absorbed more slowly and released more slowly. It delays
everything. Limestone also means that the vines sprout a little later
on limestone soil, but nevertheless, once it is dry, the vines grow
better. So, it slows everything down. Lime is sluggish, lime is slow.
Lime is never the soil that makes the most delicate and teasing
wines.’

While there is no GG designation for Chardonnay in the Pfalz (yet)
and the 2024 Spätburgunders are still sleeping soundly in the cellar
(so neither were on show at the tasting), 2024 clearly favoured the
extended Pinot family. ‘We already noticed during the harvest that it
was a sensational year for the Pinot varieties in general’, noted
Rebholz. ‘Pinot Noir will be great, Chardonnay is top notch.’ Savvy
consumers, take note!

Franken – Silvaner weathered the storm(s)

The Pfalz’s mere blaue Auge (black eye) was highlighted all the more
by Franken’s dramatic frost and flood bookending the growing cycle.
Yields there were roughly 19% below expectations, according to the
Deutsches Weininstitute. Yet, the wines that were made are high
quality, with frost-damaged GG fruit sometimes declassified into
Ortsweine (village wines) of surprising concentration, complexity

and value.
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and value.
The variety’s uneven growth after the frost allowed a second
generation of buds to flourish, which meant ripeness within a single
site could vary dramatically. Skilled winemakers transformed this
variability into dynamic tension, leaning into Silvaner’s inherent
texture and spice, not chasing overt fruit.

The Maustal vineyard in Sulzfeld, Franken

Rudolph May captured this power and tension with his Rothlauf.
Luckert’s Maustal showed the deep power of white space, a cool
restraint worthy of Scandinavian design. And Am Lumpen 1655,
which in drier years tips toward powerful richness, harnessed its
southern exposure and deep soils to deliver both depth and
elegance.
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Philipp Luckert of Zehnthof Luckert in Franken

Baden – focus on 2023 chardonnay
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Because 2024 saw some of the lowest yields in Baden in a decade,
the majority of the Chardonnays presented in Wiesbaden were from
the 2023 vintage. In fact, Herrenberg Lange Wingert from Weingut
Seeger was the lone 2024 presented. Understanding why the 2023s
tasted as they do, however, requires a bit of vintage context.

That year, a mild, damp spring preceded stress-inducing summer
heat and drought. Then rains returned in August and September
forcing difficult harvest decisions: pick early for acidity and avoid
rot or wait for complexity and ripeness and risk dilution. Unlike
2024, where early-ripening Pinots escaped the deluge, in 2023 Pinots
faced wet conditions while late-ripening Rieslings enjoyed an
extended goldene Herbst. It’s all a case of what conditions combined
early in the year, and where the vines were (and what they needed)
when the rains hit.

This balancing act also played out in the wines. As a group, the 2023
Chardonnays possess a lively citrus brightness but lack the electric
drive and density that carry great wines from start to finish.

There were of course exceptions. Huber’s Bienenberg and
Schlossberg achieved a finely tuned tension, wild and savoury and
characterised by what I think of as Huber’s ‘stony silence’. Salwey’s
2022 Steingrubenberg, from a warmer, drier vintage, showed still
greater density and saline intent, laced with nearly heartbreaking
finesse.
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The real insight from Wiesbaden isn’t simply that non-Riesling
varieties can succeed; that’s hardly news (I hope!). Rather, the GGs
demonstrated that as climate patterns shift, the advantages of
different varieties and soils shift with them. In 2024, early ripening
meant security instead of compromise. The power of site and

variety is more important now than ever before.
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variety is more important now than ever before.

The 47 tasting notes below are grouped by grape variety as follows:

Chardonnay
Silvaner
Weissburgunder

Within those groups the wines are listed alphabetically by producer
(sur)name but you can change this.

Select sorting option

Chardonnay

Blankenhorn, Schliengener Sonnenstück Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5 +/20

WHITE

The opening gambit is one of snapped branches and lemon peel, a
scent of sharp, intellectual promise. A keen lime freshness follows,
resonating with ethereal notes of mint and juniper; each flavour
feels like a calculated move in a grander game. Taut and grippy, the
oak-driven finish is firm. A wine that commands respect for its
intellect, though it has yet to reveal its heart. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2035

Dr Heger, Ihringer Winklerberg Hinter Winklen Gras im
Ofen Chardonnay Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5 +/20

WHITE

Expressive notes of ripe apple and mango are layered with vanilla
and baking spice. The concentration is dense, almost chewy, yet
beautifully balanced by a cool driven freshness and creamy texture.

Elegant, lithe and sun-kissed Chardonnay only starting to stretch its
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Elegant, lithe and sun-kissed Chardonnay only starting to stretch its
tensile limbs. (PS)
Drink: 2026 – 2036

Bernhard Huber, Malterdinger Bienenberg Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

17.5 +/20

WHITE

A wild, fumy greeting – way more flint than fruit. Then, delicate
notes of lemon verbena and grapefruit pith emerge from the stony
silence. A wine of unbridled tension, currently impenetrable, a block
of unhewn marble. This is not the familiar, juicy Baden; it is an
exercise in modern Scandinavian design, a compelling expression of
powerful, austere purity. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2037

Bernhard Huber, Hecklinger Schlossberg Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

17 +/20

WHITE

The same flinty signature as the Bienenberg, yet here a more
classically Badisch character emerges in notes of buoyant grapefruit
and warm toast. A juicy, controlled structure speaks with quiet
reserve even as an elegant grip defines the long, impeccably
mannered finish. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2037

Franz Keller, Oberrotweiler Kirchberg Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5 +/20

WHITE

An intriguing balance between the lemon-candy and apple-blossom
start and a gentle, creamy palate. A more subtle but persistent hand

with the oak than in years past. For all its lactic softness, the core is
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with the oak than in years past. For all its lactic softness, the core is
built on a lithe, acid frame that pulses with freshness and potential,
with a hint of toast emerging on the finish. (PS)
Drink: 2026 – 2036

Michel, Achkarrer Schlossberg Chardonnay Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Baden

16/20

WHITE

Stony soil, 60% gradient. Fermented (spontaneously) and aged for 12
months in 228-litre French oak barrique, then another 6 months in
stainless steel. Filtered and bottled in April 2025.
Gentle, smoky start with soft citrus and a whisper of wild
honeysuckle. A delicate limy energy and elegant grip. While certainly
articulate, it lacks the internal drive or density to be truly
compelling. Charmingly fresh. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2030

Salwey, Oberrotweiler Steingrubenberg Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2022 Baden

17 +/20

WHITE

A softer welcome of salted lemon and wet stone, less tense than
some of its acid-loving peers. The compact, juicy core offers a
heartbreaking finesse that plays out on an endless, expansive
horizon of salt and stone. Beautiful balance. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2035

Seeger, Leimener Herrenberg Lange Wingert Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Baden

16.5/20

WHITE

A wild and toasty beginning is followed by a jolt of electric acidity

and a juicy twist of tender green herbs and flowers, chased by a
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and a juicy twist of tender green herbs and flowers, chased by a
sweet echo of apple candy. Beautifully crisp and vibrant! (PS)
Drink: 2025 – 2033

Stigler, Ihringer Winklerberg Pagode Chardonnay Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Baden

16/20

WHITE

A very ripe character with candied citrus and a savoury, wild-honey
note.  Juicy concentration with piercing acidity and a supple, stony
core. Bitter finish. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2033

Wöhrle, Lahrer Teufelslochgasse Chardonnay Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5/20

WHITE

Delicate scents of apple blossom, candied lemon peel and a hint of
white pepper. Playful acidity animates the juicy yellow fruit, while
elegant barrel work and stony accents add welcome texture. Both
pretty and precise, ending with a spicy flourish. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Wöhrle, Lahrer Kronenbühl Gottsacker Chardonnay
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5/20

WHITE

Whispered notes of candied lime and crisp apple peel linger into a
lively palate with a herbal twist and the barest hint of oak finesse. A
beautiful savoury, spicy counterpoint to the Teufelslochgasse fruit,
with good grip and earlier accessibility. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Silvaner
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Silvaner

Bickel-Stumpf, Thüngersheimer Rothlauf Silvaner
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Franken

16.5 +/20

WHITE

A flinty/fumy start gives way to shy yellow fruit and tender green
herbs, accented with spring blossoms. The palate is a creamy, gentle
breadth, a nuanced dreamscape of soft-focus citrus sherbet laced
with a persistent thread of lime zest. Finely balanced with just a hint
of sweetness; clean lemon-drop finish. A wine of quiet promise, not
immediate vibrancy. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2032

Bickel-Stumpf, Frickenhausener Mönchshof Silvaner
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Franken

17 +/20

WHITE

Drying hay and lemon peel. Fresh finesse on the expressive nose.
Beautiful juicy palate wrapped in a gilded net of acidity. Luminous
and linear. Stony finish lingers with a surprising sense of generosity
and give. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Bürgerspital zum Heiligen Geist, Würzburger Stein-Harfe
Silvaner Grosses Gewächs 2024 Franken

16.5/20

WHITE

Appley start with a distinctly herbal character. Slender juicy core
stays focused and linear with sleek acidity and a delicately spicy,
wet-stone finish. While it doesn’t hit the clarion high notes of some
vintages, it remains a pretty, balanced and driven expression. (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2032
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Fürstlich Castell'sches Domänenamt, Casteller Schlossberg
Silvaner Grosses Gewächs 2020 Franken

16/20

WHITE

A crisp, lean impression of wet stone, smoke and lime zest. The
juicy core tightens into a streamlined, crystalline finish. Zesty pith
on the finish, keeps the wine bracingly sharp and focused,
beautifully defying its vintage. (PS)

Drink: 2024 – 2029

May, Retzstadter Himmelspfad Silvaner Grosses Gewächs
2024 Franken

17 +/20

WHITE

60-year-old vines. South-facing site. Aged for 9 months in 1,200-litre
barrels.
Hints of candied lemon peel, sweet hay and toast. Juicy centre shock
of tension with a limey, sour-freshness and elegant chalky finish.
More green herbs than yellow fruit, a modern and high strung
Silvaner pulsating with cool precision and focus. (PS)

Alcohol: 12.5% Drink: 2027 – 2034

May, Thüngersheimer Rothlauf Silvaner Grosses Gewächs
2024 Franken

17/20

WHITE

30% aged in concrete egg.
The herbal, spicy side of Silvaner, this wine speaks in wide tongues
of cardamom and black pepper. More balsam than Bosc pear,
there’s even a touch of red berries and greengage. As complex as
the Himmelspfad but even more textured. Its cool, pointed citrus
finish is a refreshing, decisive counterpoint. The radiant delicacy of

shell limestone is replaced with a more biting and spicy

https://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/new-gg-releases-2025-chardonnay-silvaner-and-weissburgunder 14.10.25, 10:14
Seite 15 von 35



shell limestone is replaced with a more biting and spicy
concentration. (PS)
Alcohol: 13% Drink: 2025 – 2032

Max Müller I, Escherndorf am Lumpen 1655 Silvaner
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Franken

16.5/20

WHITE

Cool nose of clementine and lime and a spice, darker – and deeper –
than the Horst Sauer. Citrus silk palate with a stony core and a
lingering grip. Unusually quiet expression for Müller, but perhaps
will come around? (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2033

Max Müller I, Volkacher Ratsherr Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Franken

16.5 +/20

WHITE

An exuberant citrus embrace with notes of pink grapefruit and
lemon preserve on toast. Linear and focused. Warm spice and a
firm grip from both wine and the barrel masks the pretty, yet quiet
Silvaner within. (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2032

Horst Sauer, Escherndorf am Lumpen 1655 Silvaner
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Franken

16.5/20

WHITE

Tender herbal notes lead straight to a juicy, Haribo-like heart. Broad
and balanced with bright acidity and loads of citrus and apple
carrying into the lemon-lime finish. Characteristic Silvaner
freshness, but ultimately lacks the tension at this point for anything
but a safe landing. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2031
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Rainer Sauer, Escherndorf am Lumpen 1655 Silvaner
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Franken

17/20

WHITE

Delicate and refined nose of candied lime peel with clover and wild
flowers. Etched, stony edges surround a core of elegant juiciness,
with a return to grass and spice. Focused precision and complexity,
with an honest expression of Silvaner’s key attributes: texture,
finesse and humility. (PS)

Alcohol: 12.5% Drink: 2026 – 2033

Schmitt's Kinder, Randersacker Pfülben Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Franken

16/20

WHITE

Cool, stone-fruit delicacy. Juicy and playful with an elegant spice and
pretty, lingering finish. While nicely balanced, it lacks the distinctive
markers that define great Silvaner, and could in a pinch be mistaken
for Riesling. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2030

Staatlicher Hofkeller Würzburg, Würzburger Stein-Berg
Silvaner Grosses Gewächs 2024 Franken

16/20

WHITE

Fresh and creamy with a playful yellow-fruit and apple juiciness,
hints of lemon balm. Pretty all-rounder for summer evenings on the
terrace but lacking the complexity and tension expected from a GG.
(PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2030

Am Stein – Ludwig Knoll, Stettener Stein Silvaner Grosses 16.5/20
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Am Stein – Ludwig Knoll, Stettener Stein Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Franken

WHITE

A quiet softness with gentle yellow fruit and something pillowy like
mallow or yarrow. Pretty citrus juiciness and linear acidity, with a
lingering stony finish. At times, a biting spice detracts from the cool,
pretty delicacy, leaving it a bit manic. This may resolve with time.
(PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Weltner, Iphöfer Julius-Echter-Berg Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Franken

17 +/20

WHITE

Cool and spicy with a pithy catch and floral elegance. Remarkable
silky texture and spicy depths in a wholly distinctive style. Playing
the high notes right now, but given time I expect a dark and earthy
bass line to join the orchestral structure and frankly set the tempo.
(PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2033

Hans Wirsching, Iphöfer Kammer Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Franken

17 +/20

WHITE

Ripe pear, dark spice. A full-bodied and firm-textured embrace of all
Silvaner has to give: spice, fruit, stone. An honest understanding of
the lemon earthiness and round succulent generosity shaped with
cool, modern precision and chalky finesse. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2035

Hans Wirsching, Iphöfer Julius-Echter-Berg Silvaner Grosses

Gewächs 2023 Franken

17/20

https://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/new-gg-releases-2025-chardonnay-silvaner-and-weissburgunder 14.10.25, 10:14
Seite 18 von 35



Gewächs 2023 Franken
WHITE

A flinty, fumy smoke clears to reveal complex herbal and citrus
spice. The concentration is immense – a dense, gravitational pull of
flavour that’s slowly dropping breadcrumbs of cardamom, white
pepper, salted lemon and cumin as if to show us the way. A wine of
tightly bound power, girded by a grippy, saline structure even as the
finish is marked with a profound and lingering finesse. A new
benchmark for powerful, dry Franken. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2037

Zehnthof Luckert, Sulzfelder Maustal Silvaner Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Franken

17.5 +/20

WHITE

Warm citrus, wet stone and smoke give way to a complex skeleton
of limestone bones, layered with just enough juice and spice to
bring joy and depth. It showcases Silvaner’s signature pith and grip
– a wine of pure energy and light, nearly Scandinavian in its deft
embrace of the minimal. (PS)

Alcohol: 13.5% Drink: 2027 – 2033

Weissburgunder

Bergdolt-St Lamprecht, Kirrweiler Mandelberg Am Speyrer
Weg Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17.5/20

WHITE

A quiet nose of candied lemon and vanilla bean leaps to life with a
radiant, salt-crusted energy to reveal a core of generous citrus and
complex spice. A rich, sour-freshness drives the long, saline finish,
with a lingering impression of tender green herbs and wet stone.
Pure, crystalline focus and exhilarating intensity. (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2036
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Drink: 2026 – 2036

Bernhart, Schweigener Sonnenberg RG Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2023 Pfalz

16.5/20

WHITE

A gorgeous mix of cool pineapple and lemon zest with the warmth
of elegant oak. Fine and focused with plenty of depth. A subtle
herbal tension cuts through the youthful texture. Acidity is bright
and focused. All the components are present, though still very much
getting acquainted. (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2033

Graf Neipperg, Neipperger Schlossberg Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Württemberg

16 +/20

WHITE

Notes of toast and spice curl around a core of ripe apple. Creamy
and broad in the mouth, it finishes with a satiating, lingering
warmth. The vinous equivalent of a cashmere shawl on a chilly
autumn evening. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Dr Heger, Ihringer Winklerberg Hinter Winklen Gras im
Ofen Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5 +/20

WHITE

A comforting nose of warm apple pie is lifted by a firm citrus
squeeze. Juicy with admirably subtle oak management. A delicate
bitter edge brings shape and contour to the finish. Still tightly coiled
and holding worlds in reserve. (PS)

Drink: 2028 – 2032

Dr Heger, Ihringer Winklerberg Winklen Rappenecker
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Dr Heger, Ihringer Winklerberg Winklen Rappenecker
Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2023 Baden

16.5 +/20

WHITE

Lilies and ripe grapefruit seem to welcome us in, but the compactly
woven palate has other ideas. A cool, stony wall of power and
precision – a wine with the architectural grandeur and intimidating
door policy of Berghain. The potential is palpable, but for now,
access is denied to all. Expect a long wait on this one. (PS)

Drink: 2028 – 2035

Heitlinger, Hilsbacher Eichelberg Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2021 Baden

15.5/20

WHITE

Ripe apple and a hint of vanilla spice suggest the charms of a
simpler life. Tart, sour-edged acidity dominates the compact palate.
Grippy finish. (PS)

Drink: 2024 – 2028

Knipser, Laumersheimer Kirschgarten Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17 +/20

WHITE

A quiet opulence unfolds with ripe melon, crisp apple and a flash of
something more tropical. A compelling, waxy generosity – lanolin-
like – speaks of well-integrated oak. Zesty acidity gives focus and
length, multiplying the full-bodied charms. Elegant and juicy, with
traces of honey, thyme and a citrus-pith bitterness. Impressive
balance of generosity and precision. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Kranz, Ilbesheimer Kalmit Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17/20
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Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

WHITE

A bold opening of lemon toast and confident oak, followed by a
youthful rush of dynamic energy. A dance of lemon crunch and
white-pepper spice over a silken, floral stage even as an elegant,
textural grip provides the perfect choreographic tension. Proof
positive that power and delicacy can be compelling partners. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2033

Philipp Kuhn, Laumersheimer Kirschgarten
Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2023 Pfalz

18 +/20

WHITE

A flinty/fumy matchstick note yields to a nose of creamy flowers and
expressive, bruised-apple fruit – think citrus-infused cider spiced
with cinnamon with a crown of wild mint. On the palate, this is a
wine of magnificent, unresolved tension. A radiant core of brilliant
fruit is enmeshed in a web of smoky barrel spice and creamy,
textural richness. It has the power, grace and signature of a top
white burgundy. For now, it’s a captivating puzzle of barrel-
seduction and creamy fruit, the pieces still scattered. Of impressive
ambition and profound potential. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2035

Theo Minges, Böchinger Rosenkranz Im Untern Kreuz
Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

16.5/20

WHITE

Flinty/fumy smoke blows off to reveal ripe apple, lemon and fresh
green herbs pinging with a cascade of citrus – lime, grapefruit and a
hint of orange exuberance. A cool and settling grip gives impressive
tension and pressure and a serious, mineral backbone. Exhilarating,

high-wire acidity. (PS)
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high-wire acidity. (PS)
Drink: 2025 – 2034

Münzberg - Gunter Kessler, Godramsteiner Münzberg
Schlangenpfiff Weissburgunder Grosses Gewächs 2024
Pfalz

15.5/20

WHITE

A simple and appealing offering of ripe apple and hints of vanilla.
Juicy balance. Speaking in quiet tones, at this point it lacks the
concentration and complexity to hold a longer conversation. (PS)

Drink: 2024 – 2030

Odinstal, Wachenheimer Odinstal Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Pfalz

17/20

WHITE

A stubborn, smoky reduction blows off to reveal a compelling world
of texture and tension. A brooding, grown-up Weissburgunder that
trades zippy fruit for dark minerality, white peach, bruised orange
peel, cinnamon and clove and dried mountain herbs. Electric acidity
pulses just beneath the surface, a subdued light driving the creamy
palate; a fascinating walk in the shadows. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2033

Pfeffingen, Ungsteiner Herrenberg Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17.5 +/20

WHITE

If barrels could hug, this would be a comforting embrace of toast
and honey with vanilla accents. Expressive with deep concentration
and a vibrant fruit-driven core. A flicker of white pepper adds
intrigue to a mouth-watering finish. Saline and impressively long, all

elements dancing on the edge of delicacy. (PS)
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elements dancing on the edge of delicacy. (PS)
Drink: 2026 – 2033

Rebholz, Siebeldinger Im Sonnenschein Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17.5/20

WHITE

A subtle perfume of toast and apple blossom. The palate is a study
in finesse; a taut, lacy structure carries detailed citrus notes, layered
with cardamom and white pepper. Its beauty is in its quiet
confidence and stony precision, coaxing profound complexity from
a delicate variety. Cellar with confidence. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2035

Rebholz, Birkweiler Mandelberg Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

17.5 +/20

WHITE

Complex and enigmatic with notes of white flowers, lemon balm
and a ghost of marzipan. A wine of two minds with crisp citrus-
saline tension giving way to a yielding, waxy, almost lanolin-like
generosity. A beautiful stone mosaic of fruit and finesse whose
deepest patterns are yet to be revealed. (PS)

Drink: 2025 – 2032

Salwey, Oberrotweiler Kirchberg Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2022 Baden

16/20

WHITE

Wet-stone start gives way to a basket of ripe orchard fruit, maybe
even some bruised apple. Cool citrus on the fast-paced and focused
palate. Needs time. (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2033
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Siegrist, Leinsweiler Sonnenberg Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

16.5 +/20

WHITE

Scents of ripe apple, nuts and subtle oak are all present and correct.
The palate is linear and juicy with impeccable, athletic poise. The
acidity, a perfectly drawn line. Yet for all that correctness, it remains
profoundly introspective, an expansive landscape waiting for the
sun to burn off the morning mist. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2032

Dr Wehrheim, Birkweiler Mandelberg Weissburgunder
Grosses Gewächs 2024 Pfalz

16.5 +/20

WHITE

Ripe apple and pepper spice notes open with a clear juicy ambition.
Elegant, full-bodied lime concentration with an appealing sour-
freshness, even as a sharp, commanding acidity gives the wine an
austere edge for now. (PS)

Drink: 2027 – 2035

Wöhrle, Lahrer Herrentisch Weissburgunder Grosses
Gewächs 2023 Baden

17 +/20

WHITE

Start of buttered toast and popcorn still warm to the touch. Delicate
orchard fruit. The oak resurfaces with spice and a bit of apple peel,
candied lemon. Delicate from start to finish, its reticence positively
charming. Racy acidity. Fine phenolic grip brings texture to the
austere purity. All delicacy and space, and in need of time.  (PS)

Drink: 2026 – 2032

All images © VDP by Peter Bender.
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TASTING ARTICLES

Faiveley celebrates two centuries

Burgundies back to a truly wonderful 1935, a miraculous survivor of the
Second World War. A 200th anniversary rather puts...

TASTING ARTICLES

Grenache – now a headliner in Washington

Cab may be king but Grenache is where the excitement is in Washington
State. Above, terraced bush-vine Grenache in WeatherEye...
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Bordeaux 2005 by the bottle in 2025

Berry Bros recently went mad with a well-priced offer of this lauded vintage.
See this guide to our more than...
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Putting Furmint, Blaufränkisch and Welschriesling on the map

A groundbreaking tasting of three key Eastern European varieties across 10
countries at Kog 25 Pannonia. There is a tiny...

More from JancisRobinson.com

INSIDE INFORMATION

Join us for our 25th anniversary celebration tasting in London

50 fabulous fizzes to celebrate 50 years of Jancis writing about wine and 25
years of this website. To mark...
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NICK ON RESTAURANTS

A long weekend in Tuscany

Restaurant recommendations in Florence and the Chianti Classico hills.
Above, the friendly wine bar In Vino Veritas. Three nights in...

FREE FOR ALL

2005 bordeaux at 20

A chance to revisit Bordeaux classics from a lauded vintage that are now
ready to drink. A slightly shorter version...
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WINES OF THE WEEK

Jean-Luc Colombo, Les Fées Brunes Crozes-Hermitage

A half-price Hermitage, available from €19.50, $27.99, £28.70. For this, my
99th wine of the week, I am returning to...
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Bordeaux 2025 harvest report

Is five the magic number in Bordeaux vintages? 2025 puts the idea to the
test. Above, the harvest of botrytised...

NICK ON RESTAURANTS

Kima – the restaurant of Nick’s dreams, almost

Special Greek seafood cooking from the Opso team in Marylebone. On every
occasion I return to London from a holiday...
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A tribute to Peter Hall (1943–2025)

Dominic Buckwell remembers an English wine icon, who died on
Wednesday. Peter Hall, one of the greatest, if not the...

FREE FOR ALL

The changing face of English wine

Many recommendable English wines these days lack bubbles. A version of
this article is published by the Financial Times. See...
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